
Worldview Comparisons

Western Worldview
Absolutes
  In a real world there are absolutes. There is a categorical difference between the reality of the natural world and the fantasies created by our minds and between history and myth, fact and fiction, truth and error, right and wrong. A person experiences reality most accurately when he is awake. Dreams and inner visions are illusions and those who lose touch with the realities of the external world are considered mentally ill.

Naturalism
  There is a sharp distinction between the natural and supernatural worlds. The natural world is experienced directly through the senses and can be studied by means of the sciences and humanities. Supernatural experiences, on the other hand, are, for all practical purposes, confined to inner feelings, which cannot be empirically trusted, or to miracles and visions, which are not seen as common ordinary experiences and are, therefore, somewhat suspect. Few people, even those who are religious, live with a constant awareness that the world around them is inhabited by spirits that directly influences their everyday experiences. It is this living in a "natural" world which is the basis for western secularism.

Linear Time
  Time, like other dimensions of the world is linear. It extends along a uniform scale into the future and past without repeating itself. Since a person has only one life to live, he must make the most of it; the religious man by preparing for heaven, the secular man by enjoying himself. There is a sense of finality about this life which must be lived without the benefit of a dress rehearsal, without a practice run. It tends to be future oriented.

Individualism
  The individuality and worth of each person is taken for granted. It is assumed that all men have inalienable rights to "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." Applied to society the stress on individualism leads to an idealization of freedom. Communism, socialism, and other economic systems thought to restrict the individual, are rejected in favor of free enterprise and capitalism. Democracy, in which a man has the right to choose his rulers is the ideal form of government. With regard to the individual the emphasis is on self-realization. On earth this is expressed in a search for identity and praise for the self made man, in heaven in the ultimate self fulfillment of the individual.

Competition
  In an individualistic world, all forms of life compete for the resources and dominance. Therefore, people must be aggressive in their relationship to nature. Humanity "conquers space" and "beats the heat." The allopathic system of medicine is aimed at killing germs and overcoming disease. In the social order, individuals must compete for status. Their station in life should be determined not by birth, but by ability and effort.

Achievement Orientation
  Personal achievement, not illustrious background, is the measure of an individual's worth and social position. Hard work, careful planning, efficiency, and saving of time and effort are intrinsically good. In a predictable world, the individual is ultimately responsible for failure. Achievement is closely tied to social mobility. People should be allowed to rise to their levels of ability and not be tied down by their kinsmen or their past. The results, in part, are shallow social and geographical roots and insecurity.



Melanesian Worldview
Relativism
  Although there is a certain amount of "absolute" experience, much of the Melanesian experience is relative. Myths of the past merge imperceptibly into histories. Dreams and visions are as much a part of a man's experiential world as his awake life, and are treated with much greater significance. Right and wrong, good and bad, are interpreted according to the clan and its values and needs.

Supernaturalism
  There is no sharp distinction between natural and supernatural. Gods and spirits are as real in everyday experiences as natural objects. Natural and supernatural explanations are freely interchanged in rationalizing daily occurrences. This blending of the supernatural and the natural realms into a single framework lies at the heart of the Melanesian animistic orientation.

Event-oriented Time
  The past and the ancestors are in focus, not on a linear day by day, year by year basis, but  rather, according to significant events or people. The future has a place, too, but usually in relation to the past or present.

Interdependence
  The clan or the group is more important than the individual. A balanced system of reciprocal obligations within the kinship system reinforces the concept of interdependence.

Co-operation
  People are encouraged to help the other people in the group. They are not to strive against one another or try and show themselves superior in any way. There are exceptions to this, but in most things it is important to strive for group achievement rather than individual achievement.

Ascription Orientation
  Security and meaning are found in the groups to which one belongs and in the relationships one has with others. A constant goal is to achieve harmony with people and spirits.

