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Category
Western
Non-western

Rationality
A universe exists outside of but dependent upon God
Universe is thought to be an illusion, dream

Cartesian dualism
Dualism between spirit and matter, soul and body
Biblical dualism between God and His creation, i.e. humans, spirits, nature

Integration
A sharp line between humans and nature
Humans as one kind of life among many

Materialism
Achievement and success equated with possessions and happiness with material wealth
Spiritual gains and community wealth

Private Ownership
Property can be privately owned
Property belongs to the family, lineage, clan, or tribe

Progress
Evaluated in terms of physical comfort, good health, high standard of living, avoidance of danger and hardship
Evaluated in terms of keeping one's place for all things are in short supply and must be used by everyone. Advancement is a selfish, individual response at the expense of the group

Analytical approach
Analyze everything with the scientific method
Analyzing is nonsense for one cannot comprehend the world nor can humans control it

Either-or-thinking
Sort reality into opposing categories: work and play, right and wrong, public and private
An integration between many seemingly opposing categories, activities, thought, relationships seen as a wholistic response to the world

Planning
Plan for the future, set goals, short circuit problems
Planning for the day when the day arrives, crossing bridges as one comes to them

Pragmatic
The practical answer as long as the job gets finished without moral accountability for the good or bad of the answer
Building relationships and being a good person more important than getting the job done - assembly lines are offensive

Individualism
Inalienable rights, freedom without question, autonomous identity
Group is the common good, preserving the group and maintaining social relationships are valued

Search for identity
A need to become somebody, a competition between individuals
Identity is found in the group, self-actualization and personal growth gives way to the group's interests

Self-reliance
Fear of becoming dependent upon others
Self-reliance marks one who is a loner, outsider, antisocial; dependency reveals ideal relationships

Humanitarianism
Concern for human suffering seen in institutionalization of help
Concern for human suffering seen in hospitality, taking in the poor and oppressed

Equality
All persons equal in terms of opportunities, not social and economic standards
Hierarchy is seen as the order of things in nature

Informality
All are equal therefore formalities are sometimes trivialized
Formal relationships and actions between different hierarchical persons is important or risk insulting

Confrontational
Confront the problem or person, we are direct and getting to the bottom of the problem with the facts
Non-confrontational, use of third parties, embarrassment is often the result of directness

Time
Time can be saved, kept, used, wasted, or lost
Work tied to task, not the time to do it; do things when the time is right, not at the right time

Perception of time
Time moves forward in linear progression, a beginning and an ending
Time can be episodic, discontinuous, or cyclical

Future and past
Future is the most important, past used only for study, reminiscing
The past is important, ancestors and their accomplishments orally transmitted through generations

Age
Youth an important emphasis
Old age viewed positively and as wise, experienced people

Space
Time more important than space, once life is lived, it is gone
Space more important than time - land ties people to their ancestors, roots, and gods; people can return to their ancestors through the land

Knowledge
Knowledge is highly valued as an end in itself, often divorced from life
Wisdom is highly valued, using knowledge correctly in life's tests

Systematic
Value systematic organizations which allows us to control with great precision
Life experienced as it comes, without control, without complete logic or understanding

